THE "DISCIPLINE

bed, with chattering teeth and covered by four or five
heated quilts, trying to arouse a sense of warmth in his
poor shivering body, he would still have in the room two
or three secretaries, and would dictate to each by turns.
If he went to spend a day with a friend in the nearby
countryside, in search of change of air, his famuli would
Klrive thither in his carriage; and hardly had the party
arrived when trains of messengers would be hasting to
the city and back again.   After each spell of illness he
would seize the pen once more and resume his life of toil.
We cannot conceive of Calvin as inactive.    He was
a demon of industry, working without a pause.   When
other houses were still fast asleep, long before dawn the
lamp would already be lighted in his study; and would
go on burning for hours after midnight, when all the rest
of Geneva had sought repose.   But to those who looked
up at his window towards sun-down and sun-up, it
seemed as if this lonely lamp were ever burning.   The
amount of work he turned out was incredible, so that
we cannot but think he must have kept four or five
brains simultaneously engaged.   It is no exaggeration to
say that this confirmed invalid did actually do the work
belonging to four or five different professions.  His basic
office, that of preacher at the cathedral of St. Pierre, was
only one office among many which this pluralist, ani-
mated by an hysterical will-to-power, gradually got
possession of; and although the sermons he delivered in
the aforesaid cathedral filled,  as printed volumes,  a
bookshelf, and although a copyist found his time fully
occupied in transcribing them, they are but a small
fraction of his collected writings.   As chairman of the
Consistory, which never came to a decision without his
pulling the strings; as compiler of countless theological
and polemic  treatises; as translator of the Bible; as
founder of the university and initiator of the theological
seminary; as perpetual adviser of the Town Council; as
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